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With the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2009, inclusive 
education has become a major topic even in Germany. Teachers need specific competencies for 
inclusion in order to master challenges successfully. As a consequence, various sets of competencies 
for inclusive education have been created showing that also professional knowledge of teachers for 
inclusion is a relevant resource teachers have to rely on. However, to our knowledge, a concept or an 
approach assessing such knowledge directly does not exist. This has been identified as a research gap. 

Thus the overall aim of our study is the development of a test instrument that captures teachers’ 
professional knowledge for inclusion. On the one hand, this knowledge should be curricular valid to 
be used for evaluations of specific university teaching training. On the other hand, we expect this 
knowledge to be relevant even for in-service teachers.  

This presentation outlines our conceptualization of professional teacher knowledge for inclusion. It 
draws on differentiation of teacher knowledge as known from teacher knowledge research (Shulman, 
1987; Kunter et al., 2013). We argue that such differentiation of teacher knowledge categories (e.g., 
into content knowledge (CK), pedagogical content knowledge (PCK) and general pedagogical 
knowledge (GPK), knowledge of educational context etc.) is useful to start with. However, due to a 
change of vocational demands posed on teachers when they are required to work in inclusive settings, 
the content of such categories need to be expanded. 

A literature review of sets of competencies for inclusive education has shown that there are four broad 
demands for teachers in inclusive education: diagnosis, interventions, management/organization, and 
counselling. We select the first two demands (diagnosis and intervention) and outline how teachers 
GPK which has been investigated by a number of studies (for an overview see König, 2014) can be 
extended by a novel assessment of teacher’ general pedagogical knowledge for inclusive teaching 
(GPK-IT). 

Based on previous research on teacher knowledge, we define GPK-IT as a central component of 
professional competence. Thus we build on an existing measure from the TEDS-M project, in which 
GPK was conceptualized towards aspects of effective teaching: structuring the lesson, classroom 
management, adaptivity, motivating and assessing students (König et al., 2011). However, our test 
GPK-IT clearly goes beyond the previous conceptions and operationalizations of GPK as defined in 
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TEDS-M. Based on our literature review of sets of competencies for inclusive teaching, we developed 
a GPK-IT test comprising specific knowledge of diagnosis (knowledge about learning processes, 
knowledge about dispositions and differences (student learning), methodological knowledge about 
diagnosis) and intervention (classroom management, structuring, differentiation) that is particularly 
relevant for inclusive teaching. The presentation will outline first findings from pilot studies in which 
this test instrument was developed. 
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