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The teacher has a high impact on student learning. Thus one task of educational research is to 

identify the factors that constitute a professional teacher. Most studies concerned with the 

assessment of professional geography teachers concentrate on a teacher`s knowledge (Hellberg-

Rode, Schrüfer & Hemmer, 2014; Rynne & Lambert, 1997) or beliefs and motivations (Applis & 

Fögele, 2014) in the sense of a teacher`s “disposition”. The researchers explicitly limit the scope of 

their studies to competence as disposition, while emphasizing the importance of the missing link 

between competence and performance (Dickel, 2011; Hellberg-Rode et al., 2014). One process 

which links teachers` dispositions to their performance is their noticing during instruction. In such a 

situation the teacher is exposed to multiple stimuli and has to notice relevant aspects, while 

dismissing others. Besides multiple aspects of classroom management, a professional teacher needs 

to notice subject-specific aspects, which are especially relevant for subject-specific learning.  

To model teacher`s noticing we draw on the conceptualization “Noticing” (Sherin, Jacobs & 

Philipp, 2011) and the “PID Model” (Blömeke, Gustafsson & Shavelson, 2015). Noticing aims to 

disentangle the complexities of a teacher`s cognition when processing a complex classroom 

situation. Researchers include different aspects of a teacher`s thinking. It ranges from 

conceptualizations which define noticing solely as the process in which the teacher “attends to” 

noteworthy stimuli, over conceptualizations which include the teacher`s “interpretation of” the 

stimuli, to authors, who encompass considerations of the teacher`s instructional response. (Sherin, 

Jacobs & Philipp, 2011). A similar line of research was introduced by Blömeke et al. (2015) against 

the background of two competing conceptualization of teacher competence: a cognitive perspective 

(disposition) vs. a situative perspective (performance). They conceptualize teacher competence as a 

continuum. They bridge the gap between teachers` disposition to performance in the classroom with 

situation-specific skills: perception (P), interpretation (I) and decision-making (D). 

Provided that noticing is an important competence facet and a professional geography teacher 

develops distinct patterns of noticing, research on higher education in geography needs to explore 

this research field. The final aim of the research project is to assess the development of pre-service 

teachers` subject specific noticing during university with the help of staged video vignettes in a 

pseudo-longitudinal research design. This requires substantial preparatory work. Besides the 

conceptualization of subject-specific noticing for geography teaching, the construction of different 

written vignettes of which a selection is turned into video vignettes, the content validation of the 

video vignettes is a significant milestone, which is the focus of the presentation. 
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The staged video vignettes represent typical geography classroom situations. Each deals with a 

relevant field of geography learning, for instance students` map skills (Hemmer, Hemmer, 

Hüttermann & Ullrich, 2010). A priori, incidents were integrated in the vignettes, which are specific 

for geography learning and thought to be necessary to notice for the professional geography teacher. 

The content validity is tested by expert practitioners. They watch the video vignette and were asked 

to stop the vignette whenever something attracted their attention in relation to the field of 

geography learning, to find out whether the incidents are discernible. Once the vignette is stopped, 

the time is taken and the test person is asked to elaborate why the situation attracted their attention 

and how they would go on. The answers are audiotaped, transcribed and analyzed by qualitative 

content analysis (Mayring, 2015) . As a first step a coding manual with the deductive categories is 

established, then categories are added according to the interpretations and decisions of the experts. 

At present the results are preliminary, the analysis and conclusion will be finalized until the 

conference. 

This research project is financed by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research in Germany 

and is part of the ProfaLe project at the University of Hamburg, in which we cooperate with Prof. 

Dr. Dietmar Höttecke and Carina Wöhlke. 
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