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 “Video has the potential to provide both a means of studying professional vision and of 
developing teachers’ professional vision” (Sherin et al. 2008: 29). So far, most studies on 
professional vision have mostly tapped into student teachers’ pedagogical and 
psychological knowledge (Seidel & Stürmer 2014). Studies which explore professional 
vision in subject specific domains such as Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
(TEFL) are currently non-existent.  

The paper reports about a design experiment with students of English at Wuppertal 
University, who participate in a video-based course titled “Supporting Lexical Learning” 
(Gießler 2016). Lesson videos, which show prototypical teaching situations of lexical 
learning, are used to (1) illustrate key concepts of lexical learning and (2) to stimulate 
knowledge-based reasoning in the field of teaching and learning lexis.  

Prompted by four questions, student teachers have produced written analyses of five 
different video clips showing English lessons in primary and secondary school. A 
deductive coding scheme, which builds on the validated dimensions of professional 
vision (Jahn et al. 2014), is fine-tuned on the verbal data in an attempt to arrive at three 
levels for the dimensions ‘explanations’, ‘predictions’ and ‘alternatives’. With the help of 
this evaluative coding scheme (Kuckartz 2012) EFL student teachers’ individual 
development of professional vision can be depicted both qualitatively as well as 
quantitatively. 

Results indicate that by the end of the course, student teachers are able to relate key 
concepts of lexical learning such as negotiation of meaning and lexical awareness 
(Nation 2008) to concrete situations from an English lesson. In addition, the data show 
that some candidates have developed their skills in prediction, i.e. inferring learning 
outcomes from tasks or teacher prompts, and in suggesting alternatives for improving 
particular situations in the lesson at hand. It is argued that professional vision is a 
construct that can also help to integrate pedagogical content knowledge and practice in 
EFL teacher education. 
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